
 

Students Say Goodbye to Achievement Gap in Math 

 

  At Banks Stephens Middle School the percentage of students with disabilities 
meeting state proficiency more than doubled ‐ literally closing the Achievement Gap 
between them and students without disabilities statewide.   

  Over the past three years, the percentage of students with disabilities 
meeting state proficiency at Banks Stephens increased from 37% to 78%,  This 
increase of 41 percentage points is remarkable since the statewide average for 
students with disabilities increased just five percentage points, from 35% to 40% 
over the same period.  (See Chart below for details.) 

As a result of these gains, the “achievement gap” – the difference between 
students with disabilities and students without disabilities statewide ‐ has been 
almost eliminated at Banks Stephens.  The “gap” has been decreased from 42 
percentage points in 2005 to just 2 percentage points in 2008. These results helped 
Banks Stephens receive the Georgia Department of Education nomination for the 
2009 National Title I Distinguished School award. 

  “We have high expectations for our special education students,” said Sandy 
Metts, instructional coach for the Monroe County school.  “And we use a program 
that gives the kids confidence.” 

  That program is iLearn GAINS, a computer‐based math intervention program 
that closes the achievement gap between low and high‐performing students. The 
computer gives all the students a series of tests to determine their learning “gaps” in 
math.  It then provides individualized instruction on the math they need.  Students 
cannot advance to the next step until they master the material so they work at their 
own pace.   They move on to the next step when they are ready.  This gives the 
student a greater sense of accomplishment in math, something that many low‐
performing students have never experienced. 

Teachers receive instant reports so they know the status of every student at 
any given moment.  This gives them the freedom to tutor individual students who 
need extra help in a certain area. Rather than teach all students the same lesson on 
the same day, the teacher is providing instruction for each student at his or her 
level. In other words, iLearn GAINS assesses, prescribes, instructs and reports 
results while the teacher monitors progress and helps individual students as 
needed. 

“We have created a culture of individualized instruction,” Metts said.  Instead 
of talking about daily lesson plans, “teachers analyze their own data, look at 
benchmarks, and talk about individual student needs.  These are professionals doing 
a professional job.” 



Banks Stephens has also excelled in meeting tough federal benchmarks.   In 
2005, prior to using iLearn, students with disabilities did not meet AYP 
requirements.  In the three years of using iLearn, they have exceeded AYP 
requirements by a substantial margin ‐ 17 percentage points in 2008. 

 “All students in our building use the (iLearn) program,” Metts explained. “All 
kids are encouraged to use the lab.  Children at greater risk use it up to 2‐3 times a 
day. They start realizing they can do it. They see there’s more than one way to do a 
math problem. We find that very advantageous when they see there are different 
approaches.” 

Metts likes the fact that the program avoids cute animation or gimmicks.  
“Video games are for home,” she said.  “This is work. When you take out the factor 
that no one else can do it for them, and they know they did it themselves, it’s more 
powerful.” She said the students remain engaged because they are accomplishing 
someth ing.” ing they have never been able to accomplish, not because it’s “entertain

In addition, Banks Stephens has a supportive community and involved 
parents. “Parents love the program…they can do it at home and watch the child to 
see what they are achieving.”   

or more information, go to iLearn.com, or call 1‐877‐789‐2088 ext 128. F
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Students with disabilities (SWD) at Banks Stephens Middle
School have closed the achievement gap with math gains
of 41 percentage points - from 37% to 78% for students who
meet or exceed the standard.

• In 2005, the gap between SWD and students without
disabilities was 42 percentage points. In 2008 this gap was
reduced to only 2 percentage points.

• Banks Stephens SWDwent from 2 points above to 38 points
above the state average for SWD.

• The difference in Banks Stephens Middle School beginning
in 2006 has been the implementation of iLearn for SWD.

• In Marietta City Schools, Georgia, where similar success
was obtained, Dr. Lee Howard had these comments: “We
were not satisfied with the results we were getting with
the other instructional programs we were using. And it
began to ring true that kids with disabilities could not be
expected to learn at typical levels, or certainly not higher,
because their disabilities were interfering with that and
would always interfere with that. That’s one of the things
that iLearn has taught us as veteran educators - that
many kids with disabilities are capable of two and three

®

years growth per year. The goal of having children catch
up… to actually catch up, we are beginning to realize here.”

• Rodney Ulmer, Special Education teacher in Marietta
Middle School, stated, “My students didn’t want their
friends to see that the textbook they had was lower and
not equal to what their friends were working on. iLearn has
made them feel more normal, which is a great thing with
special ed students. They’ve become more confident in
their math skills and around their friends and peers.”

Students control their own pace as they go through the small
incremental steps that lead to understanding. And, they
have fun achieving success every step of the way.

You can get results like these in your school with iLearn GAINS,
the math intervention program with a 100% money-back
guarantee on results. For details, visit www.iLearn.com or call
toll-free: 1-877-789-2088 ext 128.

Breaking News:
Students with Disabilities
Close Achievement Gap
Gain 40 Percentage Points in Math AYP Scores
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Your students will enjoy doing math...
and seeing success every day

You’re held accountable for results. We should be too. That’s why we guarantee results.

iLearn, Inc., is a company of professional educators. Everything we do is based on solid research
in fields related to math education. iLearn, Inc. serves school districts across the country, focusing
exclusively on math. For more information, go to www.iLearn.com or call 877-789-2088.

is a comprehensive math intervention
program that guarantees accelerated improvement. It includes every-
thing necessary to close achievement gaps, including the iPASS
curriculum and a comprehensive, easy-to-manage implementation
program. Schools using the program for a full year have experienced
exceptionally large gains in math scores on state tests. We guarantee
the results you want or your money back.

GAINS is based on the recognition that curriculum changes alone will
not improve achievement - It takes a concerted effort of dedicated
teachers and administrators working together in innovative ways toward
a common goal. GAINS is a data-driven approach that identifies
specific, measurable outcomes and makes it easy to manage all the
resources and activities to achieve them.

“We have created a culture of individualized instruction.
Teachers analyze their own data, look at benchmarks, and
talk about individual student needs. These are professionals
doing a professional job.” -- Sandy Metts, Instructional Coach
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is the “smart” software that is the heart of the GAINS program. iPASS is both a comprehensive
curriculum built from state standards and an internet-based instructional delivery and management system. iPASS
delivers truly differentiated math instruction to all students at the same time, regardless of their abilities – all of this
while reducing the teacher’s workload.

• First, every student is fully assessed and placed on a course that ensures
all learning “gaps” are filled before the student can advance.

• Next, iPASS delivers the curriculum and gives the student just the right amount of
instruction and practice necessary to understand and retain the concepts being taught.

• Finally, the software keeps track of the results via the internet and provides
reports to the teacher immediately upon request.

In brief, it assesses, prescribes, instructs and reports results. Teachers are freed up to monitor progress and help
individual students on a one-on-one basis as needed. It’s designed as a supplement to grade-level instruction.

With GAINS, we guarantee that you will:

• Raise state test scores in math to meet or maintain Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for all groups or subgroups;
• Accelerate achievement gains for students targeted for math intervention in a Response to Intervention (RTI) program.

• Raise AYP Scores
• Accelerate RTI Progress

• Close Achievement Gaps


